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HAPPY NEW YEAR!  This year is destined to be another great year.  Our goal for 2010 is to become the premier youth development organization in the country.  The MEA objectives are:

· Work as a team;
· Stay consistent;
· Communicate, communicate, and communicate;
· Work as a team;
· Be on time;
· Follow the regulations at all times;
· Support the mission;
· Stop the gossiping, PLEASE;
· Work as a team; and
· Believe in what the MEA stand for.
We will continue to “Strive for Excellence.”  There is no limit to what we and our children can do!  

CADET KUDOS.  The following Cadets are being recognized for making the honor roll for the first grading period:  Brent Adams, Katrina Adams, Joy Barnes, Sydney Belsches, Joshua Brown, Mario Brown, Noah Browning, Taylor Browning, Edward Byrd, Jacobe Clark, Giara Cooper, Ciara Davis, Sierra Dillard, Venita Ferrell, Lilly Galloway, Shawn Garrison, Brian Gillam, Orlando Gillam, Jamal Griffin, Kamal Griffin, Jeremiah Halley, Ronni Harris, Isaiah Hobbs, Deajanay Horry, Kevon Hunt, Ashanti Jackson, Destiny King, Alexandra Luchtenberg, Ashley Luchtenberg, Isaiah Lundy, Dekiah Martin, Leah McFarland, Adriana Negron, Naturi Nicholas, Christian Nichols, Kayla Nichols, Dezmonet Scott, Mershae Skinner, Shona Smith, McKinley Strother, Diamond Vinston, Tariq Walton, Emani White, Isaiah White, and Kiersten White.  We would also like to congratulate those who made an improvement in their grades during the period.  Congratulations for a job well done!
"It's your aptitude, not just your attitude that determines your ultimate altitude."   - Zig Ziglar 
  
COMMUNICATIONS.  Parents/guardians make sure you have updated your child’s “Marching Elite Drill Team Personal Data Form.”  A separate form for each child should be completed and turned in to Ms. Joann Butler or your Team Administrator.  Parents must sign their child in when bringing them to practice.  Additionally, it is the parents’ responsibility to notify their child’s instructor when he/she will not be at practice.  If not, the child will be given an unexcused absence.  Three (3) unexcused absences are subject to dismissal.
DRILL INSTRUCTORS UPDATE.  The following is a listing of the instructors for each designated team:

· Alpha Team:  Lt. Col. Ron Smallwood

· Bravo Team:  1st Lt. Evon Ferrell

Asst:  2nd Lt. Kameron Dabney
· Charlie Team:  Capt. LaShundra Small

· Delta Team:  1st Lt. Darren Stokes

Asst:  Capt. Nikki Donnell

· XO Team:  Col. Mark Cooper

MLK JR. BIRTHDAY OBSERVANCE.  The MEA in conjunction with VISTA, is hosting a program in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday, January 18 at the Mercury Entertainment Center from 4 to 6 pm.  The program includes a presentation by the Tidewater Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen, performances by a local dance group, gospel choir, and the Lil Tin Soldiers Day Care.  A spaghetti dinner will also be served.  Donation is $5 for adults, $3 for children.  For more information, see Ms. Jackie Burnette or Ms. Crystal Hunter.

UPCOMING EVENTS.  The following is a listing of future parades and events:

· Saint Patrick’s Day Parade, Norfolk, March 13, 10 am.
· Disney Magic Music Days, Orlando, FL, April 7-11.  Cost will be put out very soon.  A $25 non-refundable deposit will be required.  Those who are interested must have deposit (check or money order) when you sign up.
· Annual Parade of Nations (Azalea Garden Parade), Norfolk, May 2, 10:30 am.
· WVA Strawberry Festival, Buckhannon, WV, May 14-16.  The Cadets will be performing in the parade as well as a variety show.  The Marching Elite is the main attraction.
· Indy 500 Festival Parade, Indianapolis, IN, May 28-30.
More information will follow for each out-of-town trip, as well as costs.
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